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To AxxALs of the riſe, progreſs, and per- 
{ecutions of the reformed churches in 
France, 


Dear Sin, _ July 9. 1755, 
EING favoured by a friend with extracts from 


ſeveral French letters, (received from France, 


within ſome months paſt) wrote by Proteſtants 


that are in the furnace of perſecution, I have en- 


deavoured to draw up a ſuccinèt account of their 
heightened ſorrows in the months under-mention- 
ed. The peruſal, Sir, will, I am perſuaded, greatly 
move your generous Chriſtian breaſt, and lead to 
endeavour a ſpread of Sympathy for the Dear Suf- 
ferers, wide as your influence, and to draw from 
others, what ſo naturally flows from yourſelf, 


Liberality towards them who, flying hither to 
maintain a good conſcience, come naked of all 


worldly ſubſtance (a). What a contraſt is French 
popery in power, ſupported by grenadiers and dra- 
goons, to the ſentiments and reſolution of the em- 


preſs queen of Hungary, though herſelf a zealous 


Roman catholic? does ſhe not in her favourable 
Relcript, concnrimg Proteſtants in her hereditary 
AT 1 5 dominions, 


(a) By public advertiſement, ſuch as are diſpoſed to relieve their 
neceſſities have been deſired te ſend their contributions to Sir Rich» 
ard Hoare and company in Fleet ſtreet, or to Sir Joſeph and Sir 
Thomas Hankey in Fenchucch-ſtreet. At this time benefactions are 
greatly wanted, emigrants coming daily; and ieventy three of the 
perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake have been relieved in about the 
{pace of two menths, ſince laſt December. 


cc 


who are bleſſed with a ſympathizing heart, that moſt excellent 
and heavenly gift! happicr who juitify their Chriſtian ſentimont 
bf * their 8 Fa LE 


02 


Happy are they 


40 
dominions, avow ſentiments and reſolutions dia- 
metrically oppoſite to French Popery * ? *© She de- 

© clares it is with Sincerity acknowledged by her, 

That violence in matters belonging to faith can- 
Not be a means to convince men: convictions 
muſt be the work of divine grace, joined to in- 
ſtructions dictafed by meekneſs and patience, and 
ſtrengthened by the example of good works, 
which ought to be chriſtianly extended to all that 
ſtand in nced of them without diſtinction of re- 
ligion. This is the ſenſe in which, adds ſhe, we 
have uſed and ſhall uſe the text, Compel them to 

come in; and to that end we ſhall occaſionally 
employ our finances in favour of ſuch of our | 
ſubjects as are not of our religion, yet behave þ 
e peaceably and dutifully, All zeal that deviates | 
from theſe principles ſhall ever be diſapproved by 

* us, Sc. None of our ſubjects, not even the molt } 
« obſtinate in refuſing to hear good inſtruction, 
„ ſhall be moleſted in their perſons, or eſtates, 
« while they behave as dutiful ſubjects, and pay 

« que obedience to lawful authority.” Is not all 
this well ſpoken ?—-I detain you no longer, but 

remain, Sir, I 
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Yours, . 
5 July 1744. . * 
CNN the 5th inſtant, the garriſons in Lower 
Languedoc, of feveral villages, being gone to 
Niſmes to be reviewed, the Proteſtants embraced 
this favourable opportunity, and the Loxp's Sur. 
rk Was adminiſtred without any moleſtation, TM 


* See this more at large in the Gentleman's Magazine. 
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fame happineſs did not attend the brethren of St 
Hypolite of Catton : on returning from their reli- 
gious aſſembly, the garrilon of St Jean, Wc. fell 
upon them, fired, and put them to flight, ſeized 
three men, and five women, with their little chil- 


dren. The children were ſoon after baptized in 


the church of St Maurice by the Prior, the ſoldiers 


waiting till the ceremony was performed. 


The Proteſtants near St Foi, on breaking up their 


aſſembly, were attacked by a party of dragoons, 
(abour fixty) who fired among them, wounded 


one man, and ended his life with their bayonets. 


Forty were taken priſoners, among whom was a 


young man, a ſtudent for the miniſtry, who by 


ſome means was happily delivered, or he would 
have fallen a prey into the hands of the Jeſuits. 


N. B. Other accounts of this aſſembly inform, 


that five or ſix were killed on the ſpot, fourteen or 
fifteen wounded, and fortyfive tiken priſoners, 


[The churches of Saintonge have been plundered 
and miſerably uſed, rebaptizing all their children 
Which had been baptized by Proteſtant miniſters.] 


At the letter end of this month, an aſſembly 
near St Ambroſe in the Cevennes was ſurpriſed by 


a party of dragoons, who fired upon them, and 


# ſcized ſeveral of both ſexes, who yet remain in pri- 


* ſon: as, on the 17th inſtant, an officer and five 


Lower for holding aſſemblies, or performing baptiſms, is 


gentlemen of Albigeois were arreſted ; but whether 


not known. The ſtorm fell alſo upon Upper Lan- 
guedoc in this month. On the 10th inſtant, infor- 


mation being made that an afſembly had been 
held near Revel, the archers, accompanied by ſome 


and 


horſemen, arreſted the Meſſicurs la Serre, 
„ | „ the 


* 


ger; ſome eſcaped almoſt miraculouſly (a). At 


L 0-4 
the two Miſies Sarrat Ferrieres, who were car- 
ried to the caſlie of Ferrieres. Mr Faure, a young 
gentleman of family, and lieutenant in the 
army, eſcaped under favour of the night, but has 
ſince been taken and carried to the priſons of 


Montpellier. On the 19th of this month the arch- 


ers of Albi, ſupported by a detachment of dra- 
goons, came to the houſes of ſeveral, whoſe names 
may be produced, and arreſted ſeveral perſons. 
Theſe ſearches ſpread ſuch terror, and fo great 
conſternation in the city of Caſtres, that neighbour- 


ing towns were filled with thoſe who fled for fear. 
A heavy tax is laid on the inhabitants of Cour- 
nonſec, near Montpellier, for refuſing to adorn the 
fronts of their houſes on the feſtival of the ſacra- 


ment, and Mr Andre is impriſoned, where he is 


to remain till the tax is paid. 


e Ayguft. . 
On the 4th of this month, St Dominic's day, 
(a worthy preſident for ſuch an exploit) a general 
ſcarch for miniſters was made by the troops in 
Lower Languedoc. A great number of houſes 
were narrowly ſearched, both in the cities and 
country villages. Several of our brethren [Pro- 
teſtant miniſters] were in the moſt imminent dan- 


this 


(a) The ſpecial care of divine providence in protecting the 
mituſters, when fo narrowly ſought for by thouſands of power- 


ſul enemies, demands the moſt religious attention. That after 
all the ſudden ſearch, but one ſhould be found, and he fo qualified 
for, and carricd ſo clcriouſly through martyrdom, to the eſtabliſn- 


ment of the faithful, and the confuſion of their perſecutors, what 


leſs is it than 2 miraculous atteſtation in fayour of the perſecuted ? 
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was arreſted; 


among the ſoldiers, 
the Sieurs Richard and Stephen Martin were ar- 
reſted, being near a farm where one of them was 


17 


this time, the Reverend Mr la Fage, who had 
been in the office of the miniſtry about two years, 
the ſoldiers entered the houſe where 
he was, and he could not be concealed ; on endea- 


vouring to eſcape, he was ſhot at, and the balls 


lodged in his ſhoulder, and he and all the family 
where he lodged were made priſoners. Being con- 
demned to be hanged, he finiſhed his courſe glo- 
riouſly at Montpellier on the 17th inſtant, after 
having gained the eſteem of thoſe who ſaw him in 
priſon, by his diſcourſes and firmneſs: greatly 
affecting by his death all thoſe, without diſtinction, 
that were ſpectators ery body was ex- 
treamly edified by } ak s meekneſs, his 
reſignation to the 7 d by his reſo- 
lution and firmng res et part of his 
judges could not e 7 85 | wh Gove bluſhing. 
Immediately after (ngnge/ 90 o of them fell 
dangerouſly ill : WE | hon. 'd Eclared, that he 
would chuſe rache A un greg. es to lay down 
his office than to ITE C ent any more to 
ſuch a ſentence (a). es Pq were taken with 
Mr la Fage were not tft that time, but their 
eſtates are ſeized, and the diſtrict of the place 
where he was arreſted has been condemned to be 
fined a thouſand crowns, the Proteſtants being the 
perſons to pay that ſur, and it has been given 
About this time near Uſes: 


fiſhing, and the other a hunting. 'They made ſome 
motion to withdraw when they perceived the ſol- 


diers, 


(a) We are informed that one of the Todges: died of the ill 
nels which he War ſviecd wilt. 


— — wry was. 
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Ulcz. Letter of the 26th of October lat]. About 


ſays, in another letter, that himſelf very narrow- 


reſcued; having no ſooner left his houſe, than it 


a letter for that purpoſe to all the curates of his 
dioceſe. And, ſpeaking of the cruel methods 


churches, he ſays, Never before have they been ſo 


13 3 
diers, which inclined the latter to believe they con- 
cealed a miniſter. [They are ſtill in priſon at 


this time, endeavours were uſed to arreſt the wife 
of a miniſter, but they miſſed her, and ſhe is fled. 
The writer of the above, a Proteſtant miniſter, 


ly eſcaped the ſame end that Mr la Fage met 
with, and relates the providence by which he was 


was immediately ſurrounded by a numerous de- 
tachment, which made the moſt diligent ſearch 
for him. Since this, adds he, my day is turned 
into night: he adds, We have great reaſon to 
fear out enemies will exert all their power to diſ- 
turb and moleſt, ſince the biſhop of Alais has ſent 


which are daily uſed to deſtroy the Proteſtant | 


artfully attacked, beſet on every ſide, and ravaged 
from every quarter; and, it will be impoſſible to 
bear up under this heavy calamity, unleſs ſuſtained 
and upheld by God himſelf. Let us therefore, 
adds he, inceſſantly offer up our prayers to him for 
aſſiſtance, and perhaps, ſooner than we expect, a 
happy deen may change the awful ſeene. 


September. 

In the beginning of this month, telus perſons 
in the dioceſe of Beziers were arreſted; four where- 
of were of Bedarieux, &c. They were all carried 
to priſon. The namcs of nine of this number 


are ſpecified ; 3 among which are, the two Miſſes 
| F riot; 


b 94 
on- riol: all for attending on worſhipping aſſem- 
at plies; and four men of the twelve have been con- 
out gemned to the gallies. The officer that com- 
vife mands the detachment of Montareng, for a long 
led. Itime paſt, has made his ſoldiers patrole every 
ter, hour of the night, eſpecially near thoſe houſes 
o- Ivhere there are any Sick to be viſited, and Chil- 
met FTdren to be baptized. In one of thoſe rounds a 
was Ephyſician named Cabrol was arreſted, they taking 
m It Ihim to be the miniſter of Uſez, who is alſo of 


de- IMontareng. | | 
arch In another French letter, bearing date the 18th 
rned of September, it is ſaid, the county of Bedarieux 
n to had enjoyed great tranquillity : our enemies re- 
 dil- folved to revenge themſelves for the uneaſineſs 
; ſent which this calm had given them. Very lately 
f his Etroops have been quartered in that country, and 
thods they have employed them, not only in putting a 
ſtant Mop to Divine ſervice there, but in ſeizing twelve 
en ſo ſhe. ſons, who were immediately carried priſoners 
vaged to Beziers. Upon this account a great number 
ble to of people have been alarmed, and abandoned their 
tained Mhabitationsg, We now and then aſſemble in the 
refore, —, but if a greater number of troops are ſent, 
im for Ws there is room to fear, (hall be obliged to ſuſ- 
ect, aſWpend: all public worſhip. Notwithſtanding all 
ne. Ihe danger, we find, by this letter, that a fair op- 
Portunity offering, a Proteſtant miniſter convoked 
Nn aſſembly, a few miles from Niſmes, about the 
perſons oth of this month. © It conſiſted of three or 
where- four hundred perſons, and every thing paſſed 
carried quietly, Thanks be to God!“ Forty five chil- 
numbeif hren were baptized, and ten couple married, a few 
Mille Ways before, by the miniſter who preached, An- 
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other miniſter writes in a letter of the 19th in- 


ſtant, A good pilot ſhould not abandon his veſſe], 


Pan of the violence of the tempeſt that agitates 


it, Ge. He lays, We endeavour, as much as our 


duty will permit, not to put them [the troops ] 


into motion, and we do this more out of tender- 


neſs to our flocks ——— than upon our own account, 
who are uſed to purſuits, (i. e. to be purſued) and 


rejoice that we are counted worthy to ſuffer for our | 


common faith. 


October. 

From a letter of the 2d of this month we learn, 
that upon the departure of a regiment of infant- 
ry that had been quartered in the mountains, and 
the march of the dragoons from the plains to- 


wards Carcaſſone, to be reviewed, the Proteſtants 
laid hold on that opportunity, and four aſſemblies 
were convoked on the plain: this being diſco-] 


vered, and informed againſt, occaſioned great 


perſecution. Hereupon 160 perſons of the city 
of Caſtres, 10 of Revel, 30 of Realmont, and as 
many of Roquecourbe were informed againſt, andi 


the enemies ſet all their wits at work in order 
to arreſt them, and with ſad ſucceſs. The names 
of many ſent to priſon are notified; and it is ad. 


ded, An infinite number of others are wandering jr 
about i in the country : we hear of nothing elſe but 


* 


Detachments and Captures. May it pleaſe Goc 
to pity his people! 

From another of the 1 3th inſtant, a detachment 
from the town of Anduze, (a town in Langue 
doc, on the river Gardon) which was ſent out on 
the 5th of this month, conliing of a compan 

0 


h in- 
veſſel, 
gitates 
15 our 
oops] 
>nder- 


count, 


1) and 
or our 


learn, 
nfant- 
8, and 
ins to- 
eſtants 
mblies 


diſco- 


great 
E City 
and as 
ſt, and 
order 
names 
is ad- 


9 „ 
Gerin 1 . ä 
5 Jof the town, The majority of the votes were for 


le but 
e God 


hment 


angue 
out on 
mpan) 


'h 
0) 


1 

of grenadiers, and of —, ſurrounded the houſe of 
Mr Baſtide, betwixt eight and nine at night ; 
their officer at the head entred in order to take 
the Mother, and to carry the Daughter to a Nun- 
nery. The houſe was ſearched with all poſſible 
exactneſs, but they were ſpending the evening in 
another family. The ſoldiers having miſſed their 
prey, returned the next day at night, between 
ten and eleven, it raining fo hard as to make the 
river Gardon overflow its banks. They ſearched 
the houſe a ſecond time very ſtrictly; but pru- 
dence had made the perſons ſought for retire to a 
place of . ſecurity. They are fled, and their e- 
ſtate. which conſiſted in land, has been ſet to 
fale. The writer, who is a miniſter, adds, 1 
am ſtill in the unalterable reſolution, not to leave 
the churches, except my infirmities ſhould put it 
out of my power to give them further aſſiſtance. 
He proceeds, and relates the diſtreſs that the 
church of Sauve (a town in the dioceſe of Niſmes) 
is fallen into. On the 6th inſtant, the Proteſtant 
miniſter had given notice of an aſſembly at Con- 
ſtas, contrary to an agreement of ſuſpending pu— 
blic worſhip, till we could have hopes of a greater 
calm, and ſecurity for the church. As he was 
juſt beginning his ſermon, an expreſs came to 
give notice, that a large detachment was gone out 
leading the aſſembly to the top of the mountain, 
to thelter them from all ſurpriſe. He obſerves, 
that this country is the moſt ſecure of any in 
urope, and the Zeal of the Faithful very great. 
They by way of precaution placed a Centry ſome- 
thing forward upon 2 rock, which was as inacceſ. 

. 5 ſible 


the main body unpe: ceived, and forced him from 
of it, where never fox could have paſſed, and the 
and got within half a musket's ſhot of the back 


mim in the thigh, fo that he fell. The grenadier 
that wounded him having found a horſe, or mule, 


1 12 


{ible as a Citadel, from whence all the plain as far 
as St Hypolite, could be moſt exactly diſcovered. 
The detachment advanced, and at the diſtance of 
a quarter of a league perceived the Centry upon 
the rock. The officer that commanded, here- 
upon ſent a grenadicr to Suave, and remained as 
he was, till he was reinforced by a detachment as 
ſtrong as the firſt, eſcorted by the Mayor, and the 
Firſt Conſul of the town. On this he marched 
forward, having formed his men into a battalion, 
as much as the roads would allow. Being come 
under the rock Citadel, from whence the centry 
did not ſtir a ſtep, three grenadiers came from 


off the mountain, climbing up under the cover 
main body marched forwards towards the right, 


of the centry : they fired at him, and wounded 


feeding in the vineyards, (the vintage being over) 
got up, and put the wounded man before him on 
Eis belly, as if he had been a ſack of corn, after 
having made him ſuffer a thouſand indignitics 
which humanity would bluſh at, upon ſeeing done 
to a brute. 'Doubileſs, becauſe they found hin 
out to be a Proſelyte, but he expired at a quartz 
of a leapue's diſtance from me town, The 
detach ment, after having paſſed the rock, di 
vided into ſeveral platoons, Which took ſeverd 
By-Paths to return to the town. At musket's 
ſhot diſtance, they ſaw a young man coming ou 
of his vineyard, walking a foot- Pace; a. prong 
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dier ſhot at and killed him. It is to be obſerved, 


ſays the writer, that the orenadier was under 
ſome particular obiig.tions to this young man. 


Some hours after, they fetched away the body. 


A man that was gathering figs upon his own 
ground was allo made priſoger; and when the 
detachment were re- aſſembled in the ſquare of 
Suave, a ſoldier perceiving a young man there, 
ſaid, I ſaw him on the mountain, and immedi- 
ately the officer had him ſcized, and cnuſed him 


to be put in priſon with the other two, the living 


man, and him that was ſhot dead, 
The letter cloſes with obſerving : the ſoldiers 


neglect nothing in order to ſurpriſe. us. For 


thele five months paſt I have been like the Shamoy, . 


the wild goat] ſhifting from one rock to another, 
tho' I might go into - where in many re- 
ſpects I ſhould be more at quiet. But J muſt be 
an example to others, to have an eye to every 
thing that paſſes amongſt my flock. In another 
letter of the 26th of this month—The 6th of 
this inſtanr, four companies of *he garriſon of 
Niſmes came at three o' clock in the morning to 
the wite's houſe of the worthy miniſter of the 
city, and ſearched it for two hours together, but 
to no purpoſe. Searches are very frequent, and 
are very troubleſome to miniſters, becauſe they 
make places of retirement very ſcarce, and oblige 
them almoſt every night to ly abroad in the open 
field, or in ſome hole of a rock. | | 
An account has been drawn up, and laid be- 
fore ſome gentlemen in London, by Mr B 
Poo of Nis ſufferings, which took their riſe 
from his expreſiing his reſentment againſt the 
1 . 2 Curate 
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Curate [in England, Rector] of his pariſh, who 
| had, durigg Mr B-—— Ps abſence from 


The curate complained of him to the deputy, and 


* embraced the favourable opportunity; left my 
family the very ſame day, and fled for refuge to 
this happy ifle, where, by the kind Providence 
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great number groan in priſons and fetters, ſome 


E 1 


his houſe, taken his child by force, and baptized it 
according to the rites of the church of Rome. 


a warrant was granted againſt him. He was after 
this accuſed, and, though innocent, condemned to 
death, as acceſſary to the murder of a woman who, 
by ſome perſon or perſons, had been killed in pri- 
fon. He appealed to the parliament of Thoulouſe, 
and thereby was acquitted, and diſcharged from 
impriſonment. After ſome time, he was again or- 
dered to be arreſted ; but he received private intel- 
ligence, and eſcaped. He ſays, © Immediately I 


* of God, I am ſafely arrived,” 


Txtracts of letters | from the Reverend CRAAED gf 
London. March the 8th 1755. 


4e N EAR eighty are now in the allies, for 
their zeal for the pure worthip of God, 
and the honour of the Redeemer; and a very 


* of whom, being ſick, have deſired the prayers 
* of the French congregations in London.——In 
« Normandy more quiet is enjoyed; but in Lan- 
guedoc things grow worle.” | 


os April. | 
« We have heard that in February laſt an aſ- 
ſembly of Proteſtants being held for divine ſer- 
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i 
vice towards Bourdeaux, the enemy had notice 
of it, ſent ſoldiers who fired upon the poor peo- 
ple, killed ſome of them, and took ſome pri- 
ſoners. The perſecutions are going on in many 
other parts with great ſeverity. The priſoners 
upon the gallies earneſtly deſire our prayers, and 

are ſent from Marſeilles to Toulon, where they 


are far from their friends, who aſed to * Wen 


ſome help now and then.“ 


July 1. 
ws Some time ago a poor countryman of eighty 
years old was hanged for the ſake of religion. 
By laſt letters we learn, that in Languedoc di- 
vine ſervice is entirely ceaſed, the troops being 


in ſuch manner diſpoſed as to prevent all afſem- 
blies. In Guyenne ſome few aſſemblies 


were procured ; but the ſoldiers were ſent after 
them, fired upon them, and made many pri- 
ſoners. In Poitou and Saintonge no public wor- 
ſhip; very rare in Normandy. Thoſe in the 
gallies are not yet ſet at liberty, nor thoſe in pri- 
ſons, which are in great numbers in Languedoc 

and Poitou. Since March laſt fifty emigrants 
have been relieved by the ſociety in London, 
and many are daily coming; ſo that the ſociety 
ſtands in great need of charitable benefaCtions.” 


The following i is here inſe ried to ſnew the very y ſoring 
of the perſec aul ions in Languedoc fince March 17 54 


March 5, 17 54, near Niſines. Ti 


E marſhal duke of R—u arrived here at the 
end of wen lat, to hold the ſtates of the 


Pro- 
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province. vou know in ſuch a exſt ] it is cuſtomary. 
for the clergy to preſent the king with a free gift. 
At this time that cruel aud powerful body, taking- 
advantage of the circumſtance, violently declaimed 
agalnſt the Proteſtants and their paſtors, and con- 
eluded with a demand for the total ruin of both. 
After repeated ſolicitations and odious invectives, ſee- 
ing they could not obtain all that they deſired, at 
laſt they forced out from the marſhal a decree which 
forbids all manner of aſſemblies, orders the troops 
which are in the province to fal if even to fire upon 
the Proteſtants, to ſeize every one of them who ſhall 
be ſeen in the ailemblies; as well as thoſe who 
_ ſhould convoke them, and any private perſon who 
| ſhall give them any aſylum or protection. That 
| decree, dated February the 16th, was ſome few 
days after made public, and followed by an inſtruc- 
tion directed to all the commanding officers of the 
; troops: it contained 19 articles, whereby they are 
taught in what manner to proceed; in order both to 
ſurpriſe the aſſemblies, and to apprehend. the mini- 
ſters, and ſurely to conduct them to places of ſafe. 
ty. Moreover, the troops are ordered to fire upon 
the Proteſtants whenever the. commanding officer 
ſhall think fit. All the children that have not been 
baprifed in the Romiſh church, and all the people 
that have not been married there, are alſo ordered 
to be rebaptiſed and remarried, The commiſſaries 
of the feveral pariſhes have begun to take an exact 
liſt of them, and every Sunday detachmenrs are or- 
dered to go every where in the country in. Purſuit 
| 2 che a{lemblics. ps oo | 
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